The rhizosphere region is rich with the plenty of microorganisms. It may be either pathogenic or nonpathogenic to the plants and animals. Fungi were the ubiquitous organisms present in all types of habitats (Ainsworth et al., 1995 
SUMMARY :
Studies on the prevalence of soil mycoflora in three rural villages of Ariankuppam, Nonankuppam and Veerampattinam coastal village of Pondicherry were carried out by serial dilution method on June 2014. Composition and concentration of fungal spores considerably varied from these villages. Ariankuppam harbored maximum number of species its very high when compared to two other areas. It has predominant fungus in soil due to agriculture land other two areas are saline and river-bed soils In qualitative analysis, out of the total species recorded, Aspergillus was found with the highest frequency and had eight members i.
e A. candidus, A.fumigatus, A. niger, A. flavus, A. flavipes, A. nidulans, A. ochraceous, A. terreus and A. versicolor. Penicillin is the second most CFUs followed by
Aspergillus.
Introduction:
Fungi play very important role in various biogeochemical cycles (George 1989 , Migahed 2003 and are responsible for the cycling of organic compounds. Soil microorganisms mainly influence the soil ecosystems by contributing to plant nutrition (Filion et al., 1999, Meyer, G. H., Prince, H. E. and Raymer,W. J. 1983) plant health (Ellis et al., 1985) and soil structure and soil fertility (Molin et al., 1997) .
METHODOLOGY

Study site and location
Study sites
Pondicherry region is situated on the Coromandel Coast between 11 0 46' and 12 0 30' N latitudes and 79 0 36' and 79 0 53' E longitudes. The region is bounded on the north, south and west by Marakkanam, Cuddalore and by Villupuram districts of Tamilnadu, and on the east by Bay of Bengal. It covers an area of 29377 ha, according to village revenue records and consists of 179 villages. The present study was carried out in three different localities of rural villages; Ariyankuppam(S1),Nonankuppam(S2) and Veerampattinam(S3) coastal areas on May 2014. The villages are adjacent and previously agriculture was in practice. Recently the agriculture was overthrown and buildings were raised.
Methods for collection of soil samples
The soil samples were collected from three different localities of rural villages; Ariyankuppam(S1),Nonankuppam(S2) and Veerampattinam(S3) coastal areas on May 2014. The samples were collected 3 inches below the soil surface using the sterile spatula and carefully collected in the containers. The soil samples were collected randomly from the each place within the radius of 1 km. The sealed containers were brought to the Microbiology Laboratory, Botany Department, KMCPGS, Puducherry for further investigation.
Determination of physicochemical properties of soil samples
The pH values, electrical conductivity, soil moisture, organic carbon, nitrogen, phosphorous, potassium, iron, manganese, copper and zinc were analyzed (Table 1) .
Data collection and analysis:
Soil physic-chemical properties The physico-chemical properties of experimental soil: texture, pH, organic carbon content, total nitrogen content, available phosphorus content and available potassium content, were estimated by combined glass electrode pH meter method, Walkley and Black's rapid titration method, modified macro Kjeldahl method, Olsen's method and flame photometer method, respectively (Jackson, 1973) . 
Preparation of samples
Dispensed one gram of organic sample in 10 ml of distilled water, mixed well by Vortexing and transferred one ml of suspension to another test tube to make 10 -5 dilution. Dilution procedure was continued up to 10 -6 .
Spread plate methods
Nutrient agar plates were prepared and 0.1 ml of suspension was pipetted from each dilution on the agar surface. The L rod was dipped in 95% alcohol which was taken in the beaker. The glass rod was removed from the beaker and the bent position was sterilised in the Bunsen burner flame. The rod was cooled for 10-15 sec. and softly touched on the agar and spread the suspension on the agar surface. The procedure was repeatedly carried out to prepare up to 10 -6 and then the plates were incubated in an inverted position at 25 0 c for 24 to 48 hrs.
Enumeration of colonies
The method, Most Probable Number (MPN), was used for the enumeration of cultured colonies. The different colonies in the plate were counted manually.
Identification of organisms
After the growth of microbial colonies in the spread plates the various colonies were differentiated by colony morphology. Then the colonies are streaked onto the different agar slants by taking a loop full of culture. From those slants a single colony was inoculated into the sterile broths and incubated for 4 to 6 hrs. These were used for further experiment.
Isolation of soil mycoflora
The soil micro fungi were enumerated by two methods, namely, Soil dilution, (Waksman, 1927) , and Soil plate method (Warcup, 1950) on different media such as potato dextrose agar and Sabourard Dextrose Agar at pH 6.5. All the Petri dishes were incubated at room temperature 27 ± 3°C for a period of 4 -7 days and then examined. The first set of observations were made at the end of two days to make sure that the fast growing flocculent types such as Rhizopus, Mucor and Trichoderma, etc., has grown excessively to interfere with observations of other species. Second observation was made when these had come to an advanced stage to enable identification. Finally, the slow growing organisms has to be subcultured in different media for the purpose of further growth to save them from being overrun by the more aggressive types. The number of colonies per plate in 1 g of soil was calculated.
Identification
Identification of the organisms was made by microscopic analysis using taxonomic guides, standard procedures and relevant literature (Kenneth et al., 1976; Kenneth et al., 1985; and Ellis, 1971 ). While presenting the data two terms, viz; periodicity of occurrence and 'percent contribution and statistical analysis were used. The percent contribution of each isolate was calculated by using the following formula:
Total no. of CFU of an individual species X 100 Total no. of CFU of all species were the most diverse genus isolated from a soil sample from mangrove soils of puducehrry region. The environmental saprophytic fungi were the most common in the coastal soil of Puducherry (Kathiresan 2001) . It was worth mention that the total count of the genera or species in the twenty four soil sample did not always follow the number of case of isolation (Migahed 2003 , Oliveira et al., 1993 , Onions 1986 ) .
